
What are Nature Smart
Libraries?

C h i l d r e n  t o d a y  a r e  d i s c o n n e c t e d
f r o m  n a t u r e ,  o f t e n  s p e n d i n g  7
h o u r s  p e r  d a y  o n  a  s c r e e n  a n d  1
h o u r  p e r  w e e k  o u t d o o r s ,  l e a d i n g
t o  h e a l t h  p r o b l e m s  a n d  a  g r o w i n g
s e n s e  o f  i s o l a t i o n .  B u t  w e  a r e
w o r k i n g  o n  a  s o l v a b l e  p r o b l e m ;
c h i l d r e n  w h o  p l a y  a n d  l e a r n  i n
n a t u r e  a r e  h e a l t h i e r ,  h a p p i e r ,  a n d
p e r f o r m  b e t t e r  i n  s c h o o l .

W e  s t r e n g t h e n  a n d  l e v e r a g e  t h e
w o r k  o f  o v e r  1 0 0 0  s t a t e  a n d  l o c a l
p a r t n e r s  a c r o s s  T e x a s ,  w o r k i n g  i n
t h e  h e a l t h ,  c o m m u n i t y
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d
c o n s e r v a t i o n  f i e l d s .  W i t h  o u r
p a r t n e r s ,  w e  w o r k  t o w a r d
e n s u r i n g  a c c e s s  a n d  c o n n e c t i o n
t o  n a t u r e  f o r  A L L  c h i l d r e n  i n
T e x a s .  T h r o u g h  o u r  p a r t n e r
p r o g r a m m i n g  a n d  p r o j e c t s ,  T C i N N
e n g a g e d  o v e r  7  m i l l i o n  f a m i l i e s  i n
T e x a s  d u r i n g  2 0 2 4 . I n i t i a t i v e  t o  w o r k  w i t h  l i b r a i r e s

a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e  t o  c r e a t e  o u t d o o r
p l a y  a n d  e x p l o r a t i o n  s p a c e s  i n  t h e i r
c o m m u n i t i e s .  S p a c e s  c a n  i n c l u d e
e v e r y t h i n g  f r o m  b a c k p a c k s  t o
S t o r y W a l k s ,  g a r d e n s ,  a n d  n a t u r e
p l a y  a r e a s .  A s  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  w e
p l a c e  a  h i g h  i m p o r t a n c e  o n  t h e s e
s p a c e s ,  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  m a n y  n a t u r a l
e l e m e n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  n a t i v e  p l a n t s
a n d  t r e e s .

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  c o n t a c t :
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Who Are We?

"The more high-tech we become, the
more nature we need." - Richard Louv



L i b r a r i e s  a r e  o f t e n  t r u s t e d  c o m m u n i t y
h u b s  i n  t h e i r  c i t i e s  a n d  t o w n s .  B y
i n c r e a s i n g  n a t u r e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  a n d
a r o u n d  l i b r a r i e s ,  w e  c a n  m a k e  a n  i m p a c t
i n  t h e  l a r g e r  c o m m u n i t y .  N a t u r e  S m a r t
L i b r a r i e s  c o m m i t  t o  c r e a t i n g  n a t u r e
e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  t h e i r  p a t r o n s  t h r o u g h  a
v a r i e t  o f  p r o g r a m s .

P r o g r a m s  a n d  W a y s  L i b r a r i e s  c a n
i n c o r p o r a t e  n a t u r e ?

L i b r a r y  E x p l o r e r  A d v e n t u r e  P a c k s
( L E A P )
S t o r y W a l k s
N a t u r e  N o o k s  a n d  g a r d e n s
N a t u r e  P r o g r a m m i n g

S t o r y W a l k s  a r e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y
t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  l i t e r a t u r e  a n d
t h e  o u t d o o r s  i n  a  u n i q u e  w a y .
L i b r a r i e s  c a n  c r e a t e  s i g n a g e
a l o n g  a  p a t h  o r  t r a i l  t o  i n s t a l l
p a g e s  o f  a  b o o k .  P a t r o n s  a r e
t h e n  a b l e  t o  w a l k  a n d  r e a d  t h e
s t o r y .  

C h e c k  o u t  t h i s  w e b i n a r  w e  d i d
a l l  a b o u t  h o w  t o  m a k e  a
S t o r y W a l k .  

StoryWalks

Why Nature Smart
Libraries

How TCiNN is
Supporting The Work
C r e a t i o n  a n d  s u p p o r t  o f  L E A P  p a c k s  f o r
l i b r a r i e s  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e  -  w e  c u r r e n t l y
h a v e  2 1 2  b a c k p a c k s  o u t  a n d  t h e  n u m b e r
g r o w s  a n n u a l l y

N a t u r e  S m a r t  L i b r a r y  S t a t e  C o h o r t  C a l l s

T e c h n i c a l  A s s i s t a n c e  f o r  L i b r a r i e s

N a t u r e  S p a c e  D e s i g n  S u p p o r t

W o r k s h o p s  a n d  t r a i n i n g s  f o r  L i b r a r y  S t a f f



Pack Themes
Backyard Bayou
Beachcombing
Birds & Birding
Butterflies & Insects
Cooking from the Garden
Fish & Fishing
Gardening
Native Plants
Outdoor Skills
Pollinators
Reptiles & Amphibians
River Exploration
Rocks & Fossils
Stargazing
Wildlife Around You - tailored
to your region
Other packs can be developed
with our staff

Library Explorer
Adventure Packs
(LEAP)
Texas Children in Nature Network
in partnership with conservation
partners from across the state
have created backpacks for
nature exploration. These packs
are available for libraries to chekc
out to their patrons. Packs come
in a variety of themes and include
many materials to explore the
outdoors.

LEAP Cost
Year 1:

$1000 base fee per library -
includes 20 hours of Technical
Assistance from Texas
Children in Nature Network
staff to implement LEAP at
your library, a kickoff event
with Texas Children in Nature
Network, and a Texas Children
in Nature Network
organizational membership
$250 per pack - includes all
materials for the packs

Year 2 and Beyond - $500
Includes membership renewal
Replacement items as needed

512-434-0815 scoles@texaschildreninnatur
e.org PO Box 492, Manchaca, TX 78652


